
English I Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 
What are the goals of my Summer Reading Assignment? 

The goals of this Summer Reading Assignment are for you to: 
1. Read! 
2. Show how well you can comprehend and analyze a text. *This will be your first major grade of the 

new school year 
What text am I reading? 
● Of Mice and Men by John Stienbeck  

What is my assignment? 
Your assignment has two parts: a visual plot diagram and an essay: 

 
● Visual Plot Diagram 

You will be creating a visual plot diagram using events from the novel. This diagram needs to include both 
words and pictures. You may create this plot diagram using images you find online or you can create it by hand 
(using drawings or pictures you cut out). Make sure you include a summary of what is happening in your story 
for each of the plot elements (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution). 

● Essay 
This essay must follow the MLA format (12 point, Times New Roman, double-spaced, works cited page, etc). 
You are expected to use a formal, academic structure: strong topic sentences, quotations to bolster your thesis, 
3+ sentences of analysis per quote. 

Topic Choices: 
 

● Examine how Steinbeck portrays gender in Of Mice and Men.  Analyze how he portrays and critiques 
the role of men and women throughout the texts.  If you choose this topic, you must be sure to go 
beyond mere plot summary in pursuit of analytical depth, exploring thematic connections and major 
symbolism regarding gender portrayal. 
 

● One of the major themes in Of Mice and Men is the portrayal of the American Dream.  Analyze how 
Steinbeck portrays and critiques the pursuit of dreams throughout the texts.  If you choose this topic, you 
must be sure to go beyond mere plot summary in pursuit of analytical depth, exploring thematic 
connections and major symbolism and displaying a fundamental understanding of what the American 
Dream was in the 1930s and how it had existed up until that point. 

 
● Examine the theme of hope throughout the novel through the protagonists and the supporting characters.  

For instance, the dream of the farm with the rabbits gives each of the men involved an opportunity to be 
useful and regain a sense of dignity and purpose.  Which characters have a stake in the “dream 
farm?”  What are the different roles of each of the people invested in the farm?  What do the roles and 
the significance of the farm represent to each of the men? 

 
● Explain and analyze the dynamic of George and Lennie’s relationship.  What do they each get from each 

other?  In what ways do they rely on each other and in what ways do they hold each other back?  Use 
evidence from the book to support your claim and factually present your thoughts on this. 
 

See the following page for a recommendation of how to start your essay.  You do not have to use this, but it is a 
guide to help you get started.  



 
Your Name 
August 20, 2021 

 
Of Mice and Men Essay Outline 

Thesis statement:  John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men explores the danger of believing in the 
American Dream. 
 
In my intro, I need to:  Define the American Dream, provide background about the novella, 
provide background about George, Lennie, and Candy—the characters I’m going to use as the 
topics in my paragraphs.. 
 

[for each body paragraph! 
 
1: Topic Sentence—Though it gives him hope initially, George’s belief in the American Dream, 
represented by the dream ranch, leads him to self-destruction. 
 
Point 1: George doesn’t initially believe in the dream, and he only talks about it to appease Lennie. 

Evidence #1:  George describes the dream ranch in Chapter 1, like a bedtime story for 
Lennie. 

Point 2:  When Candy offers his savings to help George, it is clear that George never thought the 
dream was possible, but this development influences George to change his life. 

Evidence:  George goes to the cat-house with the other men, but he promises not to “blow 
his stake” there. 

Point 3:  When Lennie kills Curley’s wife, the bubble of hope created by the dream bursts, and 
since George didn’t believe wholeheartedly in his ability to achieve the dream, he abandons the 
dream and all hope for the future. 

Evidence:  When Candy approaches George after Lennie’s killed Curley’s wife, George 
snaps at him, demonstrating how easily he’s given up on the dream. 

 

 


